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BASIC-ABSTRACT: 



The design support appts has multiple libraries to store data 
related to 

punching processing performed by metallic die. The data 
related to the 

material and the processing method are stored. The schematic 
shape feature 

library (146) contains the shape data, which corresponds to the 
development 

configuration of each component after specific processing is 
completed. A 

display unit indicates the schematic shape figure described by 
the schematic 

shape feature library on a monitor. A receiving device obtains 
the selected 

part feature and schematic shape feature. Then, the part 
feature formation 

module generates the part feature module which expresses the 
contents for 

designing the specific processing method based on the selected 
part feature. 

Next, the material suitable for this process is selected. The part 
feature 

module memorv stores the generated part feature. The 
schematic shape formation 

module generates the schematic geometric model which shows 
the development of 

the component. The geometric model memorv generates the 
schematic memorv 

module. The cost factor formation module computes the cost 
factor 

corresponding to the model being processed. The cost 
estimation module (1310) 

computes the probable cost of the component based on the cost 
factor and 

contents stored in reference cost data memory (148) 
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